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1. EMODnet Chemistry makes available standardised, harmonised, and 

quality-controlled data collections and derived data products on marine water quality 
(eutrophication–acidity, contaminants, and marine litter) for the European seas and 
aims to facilitate their findability, accessibility, interoperability and (re)usability (FAIR, 
www.go-fair.org/). 2. EMODnet Chemistry supports the Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive (MSFD 2008/56/EC) with respect to: 
• Descriptor 5: Eutrophication 
• Descriptor 8: Contaminants 
• Descriptor 9: Contaminants in seafood 
• Descriptor 10: Marine litter 
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4. NVS 
• Access to uniquely identified lists of terms (vocabularies) related to marine 

data.  
• Standardised vocabularies are used for indexing, annotating, and searching 

for data, enabling greater findability, interoperability and reuse. 
• Hierarchical mapping between vocabularies. 

https://vocab.nerc.ac.uk/search_nvs/ 

6. Revisions 
Working group activities reviewed EMODnet Chemistry vocabulary issues and 

conflicts between the data workflow and the semantic alignments, and 

proposed improvements: some P36 names (“preferred labels”) and definitions 

were updated for clarity, correctness, and better alignment with existing 

vocabularies including P02 and vocabularies of the International Council for the 

Exploration of the Sea (ICES), making more data findable and interoperable. 

Overall, these efforts improve EU marine data management and support 

alignment with other EU frameworks. 

5.  
 

3. EMODnet Chemistry uses SeaDataNet’s (SDN’s) metadata 

formats and standards, including the Common Data Index 
(CDI, a metadata record for discovery and search). 

EMODnet Chemistry and SDN use the Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC) Vocabulary Server (NVS), managed 
by the British Oceanographic Data Centre (BODC), to 
standardise metadata and variable descriptions with 
controlled vocabularies and their URIs. 
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